
The Hawthorns Primary School   Long term curriculum plan Year 5 2023/2024 
 

 Autumn  
 

Spring 
 

Summer  
 

Topic name Traders and Raiders Amazon Adventures Ancient Greeks 

Trips and visits Planetarium visit in school Kew Gardens Ancient Greek workshop 

 

Hook/outcome Moon landing clips 

Dragon’s egg discovery 

Samba workshop 

BBC clips from The Green Planet 

Caterpillars (Insect Lore) 

Chicks (Living Eggs) 

Pandora’s box in the classroom. 

Master Reader  Beowolf by Michael 

Morpurgo 

  

Darwin’s Dragon 

by Lindsey Galvin 

 

 

Journey to the River Sea 

by Eva Ibbotson 

 

  

The Lost Thing by Shaun 

Tan 

 

 

 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by 

Michael Morpurgo 

 
 

 

The Girl of Ink 

and Stars by 

Kiran Millwood 

Hargrave 

 

Writing 
learning 
journey 1 
 

Outcome: Historical 

narrative  

Text / Stimulus: 

Beowolf 

Purpose: Entertain 

Audience: Peers 

(fellow Anglo-

Saxons) 

Form: Legend 

Site of Application: 

setting description 

 

Outcome: Non-

fiction 

Text / Stimulus: 

Darwin’s Dragon 

Purpose: To inform 

Audience: Charles 

Darwin 

Form: Non-

chronological 

report 

Site of Application: 

Newspaper report 

on Sym’s rescue / 

missing. 

 

Outcome: Balanced 

argument 

Text / Stimulus: Journey 

to the River Sea 

Purpose: To inform and 

persuade 

Audience: Maia 

Form: Balanced 

argument 

Site of Application: Diary 

entry by Maia when she 

finds out about her 

family. 

 

Outcome: A memoir 

Purpose: To inform and 

entertain 

Audience: People 

interested in unusual 

events. 

Form: Memoir 

Site of application: Non-

chronological report on 

their own lost thing for 

the lost property officer. 

 

Outcome: Adventure 

story 

Text / Stimulus: 

Kensuke’s Kingdom 

Purpose: To entertain 

and create tension 

Audience: Peers  

Form: Narrative of the 

moment Michael falls 

overboard and lands on 

the island. 

Site of Application: 

Explanation on how to 

play the Ancient Greek 

game Pettea 

 

Outcome:  

Myth 

Text / Stimulus: 

Heracles 

Purpose: 

Entertain 

Audience: 

Peers 

Form: Heracles’ 

13th labour 

Site of 

Application: 

biography of 

Heracles 

 



Writing 
learning 
journey 2 
 

Outcome: To write a 

newspaper 

Text / Stimulus: The 

Island by Armin 

Greder  

Purpose: To explain, 

to recount, to 

convey/share 

different points of 

view  

Audience: Reader 

interested in events 

Form: A balanced 

newspaper report 

Site of application: 

Beowolf 

 

Outcome: Poetry  

Text / Stimulus: 

Coming Home by 

Michael Morpurgo 

Purpose: To describe 

their journey home. 

Audience: Their 

parents 

Form: Narrative 

poetry 

Site of Application: 

Christmas based 

non-chronological 

report 

 

Outcome: Non-

chronological report  

Text / Stimulus: Pandora 

Purpose: To inform 

Audience: Peers  

Form: Non-chronological 

report on their own planet 

Site of Application: 

Balanced argument – which 

is better?  Their planet or 

Earth? 

 

Outcome: Explanation 

Text / Stimulus: Until I met 

Dudley 

Purpose: To explain 

Audience: Mrs Carter 

Form: Explanation of a 

cleaning machine 

Site of Application: Memoir 

of Maia 

 

Outcome: Biographies 

Text / Stimulus: 

Goodnight Stories for 

Rebel Girls 

Purpose: To inform 

Audience: Peers  

Form: Biography of Amelia 

Eerhart 

Site of Application: 

Adventure story for when 

Amelia Eerhart crashes 

the plane. 

 

 

RE  
 

Investigating Sikh 

beliefs 

Investigating the 

Christmas story 

Multi- religion – caring for 

our world 

What helps Hindus lead a 

good life? 

Religious buildings – 

what makes a building 

special? 

Are Sikh stories 

important 

today? 

PSHE  Being Me in my 

World 

Celebrating 

Differences 

Dreams and Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Science 
Forces Space Properties of materials Changing materials 

Life Cycles 

 

Animals 

including 

humans (RSE) 

Humanities How did the Anglo 

Saxons and Scots 

impact Britain? 

Were the Vikings 

right to invade? 

 

What is it like to live in The Amazon Rainforest? 

Compare the Amazon River to the River Thames. 

How has modern life been influenced by 

the Ancient Greek culture? 

 

Design and 
Technology 

 Textiles: money 

pouch 

 Bridges  Food 

technology 

Art and Design Watercolours 

 

Experiment with 

sculpture (clay) art 

techniques. 

Peter Thorpe - 

pastels 

Knowledge of great 

artists and art periods in 

history: Claude Monet – 

watercolours – The truth 

of nature painting 

Romero Britto - pattern Experiment with 

drawing, painting, 

sculpture and other art 

techniques – Portraits 

of Medusa 

Sketching 

PE Gymnastics 

Basketball 

 

Dance  

Hockey 

 

Yoga 

Football 

Tag Rugby 

Dodgeball 

Rounders 

Swimming 

Athletics 

Swimming 

Music Inside Music 7-11 units 21-22 and 

revision 

Quality singing 

Notation – stave work 

New pitch – low la, low so 

New rhythms – tikatika, syncopa 

 

Fluency with known pitches and rhythms 

aurally and visually 

Quality singing – 2 parts and harmonies 

Performing – Heroes of Troy (BBC) 



2 part singing and tuned percussion 

playing 

Fluency in the pentatonic scale 

 

Space – The Planets (Holst), Earth (Hans 

Zimmer) 

Performing – carol concert 

Music of Brazil – The Little Train of the Caipira (Villa 

Lobos), Samba 

French Stage 2 Lessons 1 - 12 Stage 2 Lessons 13 - 24 Stage 2 Lessons 25 - 39 

Computing Word processing On-line safety Databases Coding Spreadsheets Game creator 

 


